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Barzillai Pease
and Mr. Fulton's Steamboat
by Arsine Schmavonian
Piloting Robert Fulton's steamboat up the North River to Albany was
a far cry from hunting seals and whales in Atlantic waters for Nantucket-born
Barzillai Pease. But for a little while in 1808 the River was his road and
Fulton's captain, Samuel Wiswall, his evil genius.
Born on that seamen's island in 1773 of a sea-going father, Pease moved
to Hudson, New York, with his family when he was fourteen years old and
soon after shipped out on his first whaling-sealing voyage. With Hudson as
home port, the basic pattern of his life between 1789 and 1826 was sailing
the Atlantic from Newfoundland to the Falkland Islands in search of sealskins
and whale oil, sometimes as seaman, sometimes as captain, and occasionally
as master of his own ship.
Nineteen journals written during these years, as diary-logs while aboard
ship or as continuous narratives of recall immediately following a voyage, are
in the manuscript collection of Syracuse University Libraries and provide a
detailed picture of life at sea in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The
later period of the journals finds Pease navigating Lake Ontario as he
commanded Army transports during the War of 1812, but up to that time, he
records only one other experience on fresh water, the infamous summer on
the North River in Fulton's "Steam-boat."
The river junket seems to have been a matter of expediency. He needed
a job. In 1807 Barzillai had sailed for Martha's Vineyard where he ordered a
cargo of oysters and then went on to Nantucket to visit his kin while the
catch was made. Before he returned for his load, however, his supplier had
found another customer and Pease's oysters had been sold elsewhere.
Deciding it was then too late in the season for oyster-selling, he went back to
Nantucket and "now being at my native Island," he decided to spend the
winter there and "for that purpose hired my board with one of my cousins,
Uriah Coffin, who worked at the shoemaking."l There he remained until
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Spring, using his sloop Delight to carry passengers and clams to Nantucket
from Martha's Vineyard. Barzillai explains the latter coals-to-Newcastle cargo
by saying that he "could make a handsom profit by buying them at the
vineyard, and seling at 50 cents at the Island of Nantucket."2
In the Spring of 1808 he "fitted out for fishing and Piloting vessels over
Nantucket shoals" but ran into opposition from the Nantucket pilots who
objected to new competition. "This displeased the Pil [0] ts or at least some of
them. They had a great deel to say on the Subject, and even threatened to
take the first vessel away from me that I shoul[d] bring into the Harbor.,,3
So on April 29, 1808, Barzillai left Nantucket and "touched at New York,
where I made an agreement with Captain Samuel Wiswall, to go as his pilot
for thirty dollars per month.,,4
Pease went aboard Fulton's "Steam-boat" where he signed articles and
met David Mandeval, a carpenter then at work on the boat, who agreed to
remain aboard as second pilot for eighteen dollars per month.
On the first trip up the river, before reaching West Point, "Mr. R.
Fulton came to me and told me that now I was the Acknoleged pilot, and
that I must not give my own reason up to no one, that is if I had confidence
in myself. I told him that I had, but suppose the Captain should interfear,
said I, what should I do in that case. It is your province to pilot the boat and
not give that part of your office up to no one. Not even the Commander."s
From the beginning, however, the captain did "interfear" and Pease has
recorded in detail the whole story of his continuing struggle with Wiswall.
"The usual hour of our leaving New York was at 5 o'clock in the
afternoon. This night proved to be very dark and stormy. When
we were nearly Abrest of westpoint, Waswall came on deck, and
coming direct from the light always makes the darkness still
darker. He came forward to me, where I was looking out and
cunning the man at the wheel And enquired of me whereabouts
we were, to which I answired. He then observed that he thought I
was runing too far into the bay on the opposite [shore]. My
answer was as it should be that I was not. He then left me and
went to the wheel as it [ap] peared (for I did not untill afterwards
no that he did) and took it from him. I soon discouvered the boat
wheeling round on to the Westpoint shore. I cauled to the man at
the wheel to port his helm, but finding the boat did not answer
my cun I call'd again, but had for reply, by Wiswall, that the
wheel rope was foul. I then ran to him, and before it could be
cleared, she had ran orr to the shore, a few rods to the north of
Pease
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Westpoint. This rock was smooth and shelving some distance into
the water which caused her to run on very far and so that we
could have all landed dry."6
The shock of the grounding brought the passengers to the deck in a
panic at this point and a description of the scene and of a boiler bursting
follows in the Pease narrative. The passengers were gathered together in the
stern to apply weight and '-'this had its desired efect, for she was soon got
off' and the boiler was repaired at Albany.
Many of the Pease journals record shipwrecks, some of them of a
serious nature involving the loss of lives. After recording the disasters, Pease
sometimes wrote at length regarding blame and innocence, proclaiming
himself in the latter state. Whether he was a seaman of great competence who
was repeatedly buffeted by circumstance or whether he was subject to faults
of judgment we have no way of knowing. One characteristic does stand out in
the journals, however-Barzillai consistently shows himself on the side of
honesty and integrity and deplores, often with religious overtones, any
examples of cheating and subterfuge he witnesses. True to form, the account
of the accident at West Point continues in this vein.
"Wiswall came to me and beged that I would say nothing about
the circumstances re [1] ating to our geting on shore, while at the
same [time] telling me in what manner it had taken place. He
then informed me that he supposed I was geting too far into the
east bay, and with that took hold of the wheal with the man
there, and in turning the wheel so quickly had crossed the rope
which he could not clear, and that for the fu tur he would not
interfere with me at all. This acknolledgement was confermed by
the man at the wheel, that Wiswall told him I should run the boat
on shore, and for the purpose took the wheel and hove it over
with all his strength, and when that I had ordered the wheel
Aport the second time he became alarmed and endeavoured to
obay my order, but finding the rope foul, then told me the same.
This would have ben A noble time for me to have built up my
fame & glory, at the downfall of my very fellow who had
procured me the now station I held. This I considered a
dishonnerable and uncharitable deed, and with abhorence I
detested the idea, and kept Wiswalls request a profound secret
from fulton, who soon after had some difficulty with Wiswall,
and had I taken advantage of this misunderstanding, I make no
doubt but I should ben the means of his downfall, although I well
knew Wiswall was in the right and fulton &c in the rong, and was
I to build on his fall I should Contended for the same as wiswall
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had contended for, and this had the desired effect on my sober
reasoning. In this way we ran the whole of the time I was with
him opposing me in the course I would steer ... "7
A second time Pease yielded place and judgment to Wiswall, to his own
sorrow. He gives his reasons as the avoidance of strife and fear of losing his
job but one is tempted to wonder whether perhaps his protestations of virtue
are greater than his moral strength.
"At one time we were coming up the river, and abrest Wapinge's
crick with A very strong wind and the tide of ebb, the boat would
steer very wild in such cases. And for that reason I kept in the
middle of the river. Wiswall came to me while at the wheel and
advised me to keep as close in shore as I could with safety to
avoid the tide. I told him the boat steered bad. He replied that he
knew that but still insisted upon my steering in the eddy, and to
avoid a constant quarrel and perhaps being turned out of office, I
complied with his request, when coming up with A point and
taking the tide strong on our larboard bow, and at the same time,
A eddy on our larboard quarter, swept her on so quick that
before I could make her mind the helm, she took the tide on her
starboard bow, and our being perfectly flat it was impossable to
steer small. She drove as it were side ways on to a Sloop, then
Laying at a Lime kiln dock, and done us a considerable damage to
our wheel house, and without any other ingery we got clear and
proceeded up to Albany. The Cause of my being so near in shore
I believe was not known to any except Wiswall and myself.
Wiswall did not blame me much, however he did some, for
keeping so very near. The fact was that she could not be steered
steadyly any where when under the Sail we then was, and for that
reason ought to have kept in the middle of the river."g
Perhaps Barzillai just wasn't a fresh-water man, or needed the open
spaces of the sea for a high, wide and handsome method of navigating, or was
not yet oriented to the new world of steam. Whatever the cause, this was not
the end of trouble on the river. The next time misfortune struck, Pease,
although still stoutly maintaining his own innocence, could not blame
Wiswall.
"One morning when we left albany for New York, when we
had got down to the dam or nearly, we was coming up with A
Lighter Loaded with anchors on deck. I was at the wheel at the
time, and was giving him a birth but all on A sudden he put his
helm hard A starboard and Lufed direct across me. He was hailed
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but the fellow did not pay any attention to what was said to him.
I then ordered the boat stoped which was done with all speed,
but with the headway we had on, took him in the quarter and
stove him very badly. I was not blamed in this nor neither did
Wiswall interfear at all in this sad accident nor do believe anyone
on board supposed any blame could be attached to me for how
could I know that the sloop would Luff across our bow in such a
manner. Once I run the boat aground on A flat just beloe the
HOghabarrack, but she did no damage and was on but A few
minutes. Here I was deceived in A mist and supposed myself not
quite so far on. This was in the night and the only time that [it]
was not owing to some persuasion from the Captain.,,9
Pease follows this admission that accidents could happen in spite of
Wiswall with his final account of disaster, this time with the Captain again in
the villain's role.
"At another time when we left Redhook and runing up in the
east Channel, intending to cross over through the first passage,
and while I was in the act of entering the pass the Captain who
observed this ran to me, all in a Passion, and wanted to know of
me where I was going. I answered him in his question, that I was
going to Albany, for I was determined not to be ete~nally thus
abused in the presence of the passengers. With that he sprang up
on the platform, [and] renched the wheel from me. Here I had
like to put Mr. fultons request into execution, but upon sudden
reflection, I thought of two evils it would be best to choose the
least, and accordingly I left the [wheel] and resigned it to him, at
the same time telling him that he was going on to the flat, Calling
aloud to the passengers, which had now geathered to hear what
was going on, and requested them to take notice, that Wiswall
had taken the wheel from me by force that he would run her A
ground. When her head was just entering upon the flat I told him
of it. She now began to Loose her speed but the swell cam runing
from a storm and lifted her so that she made shift to keep her in
motion and so we made out to drag over for it was completely
draging. He kept the wheel untill she was over; and I believe glad
enuph he was. I believe had she but stoped it would have ben very
serious for him. I was advised by the passengers to protest against
him and that they would all sign it with [me]. Although he had
violated his word to me, I could not forget the golden rule, to do
by others as you would wish other [s] do by you. Wiswall always

9
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appeared to [be] my friend, as I have said before, only on those
occasions."l0
As though constant struggles with Wiswall were not enough, now David
Mandeval reenters the picture as a minor Mephistopheles, eventually causing
Barzillai to pack his chest and leave the boat. The story of their quarrel ends,
of course, with the case for Pease's own vindication, proved to his satisfaction
by a letter from Wiswall with which the North River narrative comes to an
abrupt close.
"Preveous to this I had been assured this boa [t] the ensuing
season, by the Chansalor,l1 for they were to build another the
ensuing season for Wiswall and had he not interfeared with me in
this way I make no doubt that it would have ben the case. This
came to the knoledge of David Mandeval, who ever after this
endeavor'd to insinuate him self into the good graces of Wiswall
as best suited his design to efect a seperation between me and the
Captn and I make no doubt but he made many A false
representation. The 4th of July was to be celebrated at Albany by
the citizens and for that purpose the Steamboat was procured for
them for the Occasion, and as I understood the Captain was
allowed the proffits after deducting the expenses arising from her
being in motion such as wood and provisions. Some few days
after this Mandevil handed me three dollars, said it was given him
by Wiswall for me, but I was informed afterwards that a much
Larger sum had been handed him. I never Said any thing to
Wiswall on the subject. for I knew that my time was belonging to
the boat and if that the owners had made him this as a
complement, he had ben so good as to give a part to me, although
I thought it rather singular that he should give it to Mandeval. But
every day brought some new thing to my understanding.
Mandeval from A ship carpenter at 18 dollars pr month now
began to think himself a Compleat pilot, and that if I could only
be put out of the way he was quallified for the command of this
boat another season. No [w] to efect this he complaind of his
wages being too small, although in the Spring he was content to
agree to go all the season for them. At Last he prevailed on the
Captain, so far as to try his skill to reduce my wages, and add to
his. One evening I was sent for into the Cabben, where was
Wiswall and Mr. Edward Livingstone 12 siting. Wiswall commenced

IOPease Journal, pp. 126-127
llRobert Livingston, Chancellor of New York, 1777-1801, and "partner" to Fulton in
the steamboat enterprise
12 Brother of Robert Livingston
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his discourse by saying that Mandeval was not Sattisfied with his
wages, as he had to pilot the boat in turn with me, and that he
thought it no more than right I should deduct five dollars and add
to his and make each of us 25 dollars. I told him that I had agreed
to sail with him for thirty dollars and that I was sattisfied and
that if mandeval was not, to give him more or compel him to
abide by the articles he had signed or Let him Leave the boat. As
to my making any deduction I should not. I furthermore told him
that if [he] would settle with me and pay me off, I would Leave
the boat and then they would be enabled to advance Mandeval's
wages. This he refused to do. I said if the owners of the boat was
in want of the money and more than I was; they was at liberty to
keep it and if that he would give me A passage to New Baltimore
and land me I would Leave the boat. O! yes said Wiswall I will
land you. I then Left the Cabbin and went on deck, and never
after done any duty. The next day at 9 was our hour to sail.
When we started Mandeval did not speak to me during the
morning, or on our passage down for he took the helm and I left
him at it, where he has remained ever since for ought I know. The
fact is he has been Wiswall's Pilot ever since, but never has arived
to the pinacle he so fondly anticepated. How he should be so
vane as to Even think of it I know not, without any learning
fiting or qualifying him for that station, but I suppose I can assign
the reason for Wiswalls retaining him. One is that I Learnt him
the river, of which he was totally ignorant of when he first
Commenced. All he could possably no was no [t] great, for never
acting as either A Commander, or pilot, but only a few times
passing as a Carpenter passenger. The other reason is Mandeval
has compleatly got Wiswall under his thumb, and I believe [he]
dare not discharge him unless [by] his volentary request. It may
be supposed by Wiswall that I am totally ignorant of this great
mistery but if he will but only recollect the occasion that Led us
to keep so strict a Watch over the boat with a Loaded gun &c he
cannot remain long in ignorance; but for this rule, if you cannot
do any good do no evil, I might have said more on the subject. So
for the preausant will only say, that when I came near
Newbaltimore I passed my chest on deck and to the gang way,
and by Wiswall ['s] permission had the boat Lowered down into
the water and when the wheels were stoped for the purpose of
landing me, the Clerk Mr. Kellogg brought me A Letter from the
Captain, which if I had only had time to perused and consulted
my interest I Might have remained under my articles, and after
securing my self A place in the boat the ensuing summer, I then
could got my pay of him, for the Law under such articles would
10

have compeled him to it, And some think I would do right in
bringing him to a Compliance. At any rate I Left her, and Lost all
my wages that was due me for some I had receiv'd. Meantime
here follows the Letter
Mr. B. Pease, If I may Be permited to Address a few
Lines to you By way of Advice, I think you could
Not take A worse Step than to Leave the employ you
are Now in, as you well Know the Owners are
Building A New Boat, you well know they have No
one to take Charge of Her, at Present, and Should
you Conduct Your Self In A manner to please it is
very Probabal You may have her. Further to Leave
the Boat at this time will Have no good Efect to an
agreeable Settlement. You must weigh the thing on
your mind well, & Not Bee two hastay in main While
Remain yours
Signed
Steamboat Oct 19, 1808
S. Wiswall,,13
Following the Hudson River experience, Pease's journals indicate that
he went to sea again, recording at least five more voyages during which in
addition to the usual whaling-sealing activities he suffered diverse calamities,
among them shipwreck, imprisonment aboard an English ship and fire aboard.
Even so, he was a seaman, no river man, and one suspects that the ocean
dangers he faced were more suited to his temperament than the struggle for
power he encountered on "the Steamboat." The North River provided him a
sorry summer. The question of whether he was as blameless in its events as he
protests remains unanswered.

13Pease Journal, pp. 127-130
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University Library Problems
and Trends
by Robert Bingham Downs
One of the interesting phenomena of the current era is that libraries
have begun to occupy the center of the stage in our best educational
institutions. The present attitude is well stated in a report issued by the
American Council on Education, entitled An Assessment of Quality in
Graduate Education. The ACE study evaluates and rates graduate programs in
universities throughout the country. About libraries it comments: "The
library is the heart of the university; no other single nonhuman factor is as
closely related to the quality of graduate education ... institutions that are
strong in all areas invariably have major national research libraries."
Among the reasons why university libraries are receiving so much
attention I would list institutional rivalry, with the major universities trying
to outstrip each other in the size and richness of their libraries, and great
libraries thereby becoming status symbols. Second, there is increasing
emphasis on research and scholarly productivity, which means that first-class
scholars are unwilling to join or to remain a member of a faculty without a
strong library. There are other factors, too, which tend to place the library at
the forefront of the academic scene. Changing methods of instruction are
sending students to their libraries in greater numbers. Soaring student
enrollments are placing a heavy strain on library facilities, causing a great
library building boom in colleges and universities. The accelerated rate of
publishing and of library acquisitions is responsible for the rapid growth of
book collections. These are among the most significant reasons for the
phenomenal growth of university libraries since World War II.
The key role played by libraries in universities, especially at the
graduate level, is revealed by a study of the relationship between doctoral
degrees and library resources. According to figures published by the American
Council on Education, 121,750 doctoral degrees were granted by American
universities and colleges during the decade 1957-1966. Of the total, about 64
percent, nearly two-thirds, came from 38 institutions with library holdings in
excess of a million volumes each. The median figure for the 38 libraries was
well over 2,000,000 volumes. A close correlation existed also between the
number of degrees conferred and the level of financial support. The
12

comparisons make clear the fact that, with rare exceptions, an institution
outstanding for its graduate offerings is equally notable for the strength of its
library resources.
A few years ago it appeared that libraries would be able to count on
sustained financial support from federal, state, and other sources. There was a
steady upward trend in book budgets, staff growth, and new buildings. Within
the past year or two, there has been a sudden reversal. Federal funds for
college and university library support have been drastically cut, with a
distinct possibility that they may be eliminated altogether, and legislative
appropriations around the country are ,static or being reduced.
The recession comes at a time when libraries, in common with the
economy in general, are caught in an upward spiral of inflation, as salaries,
wages, books, periodical subscriptions, binding, equipment, and supplies are
undergoing a steady rise in costs. Indexes of book and periodical prices over
the past decade show an average annual increase of nearly 10 percent. In a
number of important classes, the range is even higher. For example, the index
figure for periodical prices in chemistry and physics during the past 10 years
went from 100 to 223 and for mathematics, botany, geology, and general
science from 100 to 219.
Another aspect of the situation affects libraries and increases costs. This
is the steadily rising volume of publication of books and periodicals, both in
the United States and abroad. The number of titles published in the United
States has more than doubled since 1958. According to UNESCO statistics,
world book production is following a similar trend; and of course any strong
university library has an extensive procurement program abroad.
Combining these two factors-rising prices and increased rate of
publishing-it is conservative to conclude that an increase of 15 to 20 percent
annually in book funds is necessary to enable a library to maintain a given
level of acquisitions from the current publishing production. For a library
attempting to build retrospectively, out-of-print and rare books are increasing
in price at an even faster pace and are becoming harder to find because of
institutional competition.
The first essential in a university library is to possess the books,
journals, proceedings of learned societies, government publications, newspaper files, pamphlets, photoreproductions, maps, and other materials
required to meet the university's objectives in instruction, research, and
public service. Buildings, staff, and organizational efficiency can compensate
to only a limited degree for the absence of strong collections.
How does one go about developing a top-notch university library? It is
a long-time process, involving many people and much money. A reasonable
estimate is that such a library cannot be built in less than 25 years nor for less
than $50,000,000, at current prices.
Incidentally, in this connection, the great man theory of historical
development-that history is but the lengthened shadow of a dynamic
13

personality-has a certain validity when applied to the growth of notable
research libraries. It is hardly possible to name any famous library which has
not been shaped and deeply influenced by one or more strong personalities,
who are not infrequently associated with friends of the library groups, such as
Syracuse University's. The impact on libraries may come through inheriting
noteworthy private collections, through generous endowments, or through
the dedicated efforts of faculty members who guide the development of
specialized resources.
I have become more convinced of the truth of this theory after a study
of my own institution. The distinction achieved by the University of Illinois
Library, now the largest state university library in the nation, during the past
65 years is a direct reflection of the interest of a limited number of
individuals. The first hero in the story is undoubtedly President Edmund J.
James. When James entered the presidency in 1905, the library held less than
70,000 volumes-a collection that had been nearly 40 years in building. James
was convinced that if the University was ever to become a distinguished
institution, it had to have a great library. The General Assembly was
persuaded by James to appropriate generous book funds, and the President
himself traveled abroad to buy large collections. The momentum received
under President James has never been lost at Illinois. A succession of
presidents and other administrators, faculty members, trustees, legislators,
and alumni have united to assure the library's steady growth, quantitatively
and qualitatively.
Over the past 50 years, the leading figures in collection development
have been a small but highly potent group of faculty members, representing a
variety of disciplines. Their guidance and advice in the building of resources
for research were, and in some cases continue to be, invaluable. These men
possessed an encyclopedic knowledge of the literature of their own fields and
often of related areas; they checked dealers' catalogs as fast as they appeared;
they kept in touch with the state of the book market; they were familiar with
the library's collections; and they maintained a relentless pressure on the
librarian rnd the University administration for more book funds.
It is a mistake, by the way, to assume that a university library can be,
or should attempt to become, strong in all areas. Collections ought to be built
primarily around the present and probable future needs of the faculty and
students, for study, research, and teaching. The way for a university library to
gain distinction is to concentrate on a limited number of specialized subjects.
That is the way in which the Syracuse University, University of Illinois, and
other major university libraries are building reputations for excellence.
What of current and future trends? A library is never finished. Research
interests in a university are constantly changing. New departments are
created, and old ones decline in importance or move in new directions. The
most far-reaching changes, literally and figuratively, in library acquisitions
14

lately have occurred in the foreign field. Beginning with World War II, the
collecting concerns of American libraries, which were formerly largely
restricted to the United States and Western Europe, have become world wide.
The expanding library activities closely parallel the increased scholarly
preoccupation with area studies.
Shortly after the war ended, the Association of Research Libraries
inaugurated the Farmington Plan, a cooperative arrangement whereby one
copy of every book of research value published abroad is brought into the
United States. The Syracuse University Library was given responsibility for all
publications originating in Argentina. Paraguay, and Uruguay.
A natural outgrowth of the Farmington Plan was the Public Law 480
program administered by the Library of Congress. In 1961, the Congress
authorized the expenditure of counterpart funds or blocked currencies for
the acquisition of multiple copies of publications in certain countries where
surplus funds had accumulated. The program presently includes Ceylon,
India, Indonesia, Israel, Nepal, Pakistan, the United Arab Republic, and
Yugoslavia. The Syracuse University Library actively participates through
receiving all publications originating in India, Pakistan, and the United Arab
Republic.
Such programs as these, being carried on by major university libraries,
are concrete recognition of the position of world leadership occupied by the
United States. We will not be caught again in the position in which we found
ourselves during World War II when it was discovered that American libraries
possessed little material or information about less familiar parts of the world.
Obviously, the present period is an era when the outpouring of print in
all its forms has become enormous, pointing toward an acute necessity for
carefully defined acquisition policies, specialization of fields among libraries,
and cooperative acquisition plans. Further, the building of large research
collections is as much or more for the future than for the present. A high
proportion of books and related materials is acquired by research-oriented
university libraries for the sake of completeness and to strengthen existing
resources, with potential usefulness rather than immediate demands in mind.
A certain amount of clairvoyance is therefore required to determine what is
actually significant from a long-range viewpoint.
There is no doubt that the sharing of collections among research
libraries can be greatly expedited through communication and transportation
networks, such as are being developed in various localities. In Illinois, for
example, the state universities are being connected with teletype installations
and special delivery services among the libraries, though we have nothing as
spectacular as the Pennsylvania State University Library which uses plane
service to fly interlibrary loans back and forth from the Library of Congress.
Bearing upon this subject, it is to be hoped that telefacsimile
transmission of material can soon be made economical and efficient enough
for wide use. Experiments to date have been promising, but the expense and
15

slow rate of transmission discourage general adoption. Even now, however, at
least one library system, again that of Pennsylvania State University, fmds it
advantageous to operate a telefacsimile service on a state-wide basis. That
system's most recent annual report notes that telefacsimile equipment
connects the University Park Library and 18 scattered commonwealth
campus libraries. When the telefacsimile network was first established, the
decision was made to use the equipment only for the transmission of urgently
needed material. That policy was found to be too restrictive and
commonwealth campus librarians are now permitted individual discretion-a
change in procedure which is resulting in considerably more frequent and
effective use of the telefacsimile equipment.
Inter-institutional agreements for sharing resources have been influenced to some extent by large microreproduction projects, which continue
to proliferate. Few libraries can afford or would desire to subscribe to all such
undertakings. In some instances, neighboring libraries have divided responsibility for particular projects. A new dimension has been added with
announcements from the Encyclopaedia Britannica and National Cash
Register Company of series of "resource and research libraries" in
ultramicrofiche. The Britannica plan is to reproduce about a half-million
volumes, starting with a series on American culture consisting of 20,000
titles, using a reduction of 70 or 80 to 1, and selling for approximately a
dollar per volume. The National Cash Register project will also publish in
series. Those announced are American civilization, literature of the
humanities, science and technology, social science, and government publications. The reduction rate for the NCR series is 150 to 1. A good reading
machine is indispensable, of course, for this material and the NCR reader
seems satisfactory. The Britannica does not yet have a reader on the market,
but hopes to produce one for about half the price of the NCR machine and
also a cheaper model for home use.
The microforms save an immense amount of shelving space, but it is not
all gain. A battery of readers is required for users and hundreds of these
would take up considerable space and involve large expenditures for purchase
and maintenance. Also, everyone I know would rather read material in the
original than in microreproduction. It has been remarked that no one is likely
to take a microfilm reader to bed with him, as he might a good book.
Probably a major market for this type of material will be the new so-called
"instant university libraries," which need to develop their collections quickly.
In some respects more useful than micro-techniques is the reproduction
of books, journals, etc., in full size, for example by photo-offset methods.
This development is having a dramatic effect on library acquisition activities.
Since the coming of Xerox, it has been stated that no book should be
considered out of print, if somewhere a copy is available for reproduction.
The importance of this fact is accentuated by the requirements of the many
new college and university libraries, which have spring up around the country.
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In the past, it would have been virtually impossible for such libraries to have
acquired the numerous basic periodical files, collections of primary sources,
and reference works needed for a research library. The material had gone out
of print and often was simply unprocurable. Within the past few years,
reprinting has become big business. The current edition of a publication
entitled Guide to Reprints lists about 200 firms which are engaged to a
greater or lesser extent in reprint publishing, in the United States and abroad.
Their productions include complete runs of general and special journals,
society publications, bibliographical and other reference works, series dealing
with special subjects such as the Negro, law, theatre, American studies,
criminology, and history of science, ·and innumerable individual book titles.
Still in the world of technology, some mention should be made of a
new factor that is beginning to enter university and research libraries, though
its full impact is still uncertain. With the coming of computers and the
growing emphasis on technology in library operations, libraries appear out of
date to some people if they are not mechanizing. The magic word is
automation. Books and libraries are obsolescent, it is suggested, and will be
obsolete when the new machines are perfected.
Without question, libraries cannot ignore the existence of automation,
computers, data processing equipment, and information storage and retrieval
systems. It would be shortsighted and perilous for them to do so, but they
ought to see these developments in their proper perspective and add them to
the vast arsenal already existing for library service.
It is the conclusion of unbiased experts that the book as we have
known it for centuries will remain the staple offering and main business of
libraries for at least another generation, and perhaps indefinitely. Meanwhile,
the computer can be adapted to make many library technical operations more
efficient and faster. Its usefulness for bibliographical control in medicine,
chemistry, law, etc., has also been demonstrated. On the other hand, the time
when we can get at the content of millions of books by automation appears
to lie far into the future. It is possible that as the storage capacity of
computers increases and as costs decrease, it will be possible to store far
greater quantities of information digitally than it is at present. It is highly
questionable, though, whether it will ever be economical and desirable to
store vast quantities of information for infrequent use. At this stage in
history, the flexibility, economy, ease of use, and information storage
capacity of the traditional book are still unsurpassed. The largest computer
memory available is still inadequate to store for immediate access the texts
contained in even a medium size library. We are far from the concept of a
push-button library.
There are other aspects of my subject, "University Library Problems
and Trends," which deserve attention, though I shall not attempt to explore
them in detail. One is the library's physical plant, a matter which has been of
long-time concern to the Syracuse University Library. Certainly, if a library is
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to give strong support to advanced study and research, it must provide
adequate faculty studies, individual study carrels, and other facilities to
expedite the work of scholars and students.
In this connection, I became convinced some years ago of the
desirability of separating graduate and undergraduate library service. I believe
that a separate facility is the ideal solution to the problem of providing
top-notch library service to undergraduates. The experience at Harvard,
Michigan, and in a rapidly growing number of other institutions has
demonstrated that a library building designed with undergraduate needs
specifically in mind greatly increases student reading and relieves the central
library of the many problems associated with trying to serve a mixed
clientele. That is why a separate undergraduate library building was
completed and occupied last year at the University of Illinois. Its heavy use
and popularity justify the high hopes held for it.
The richness and variety of American library resources are unsurpassed
by those of any other nation. In an article for the Encyclopedia Americana
on "One Hundred Notable Libraries of the World," I came to the conclusion
that 30 of the 100 are in the United States. The college and university
libraries of the country alone hold in excess of 300,000,000 volumes, and are
growing at the rate of 25,000,000 volumes annually. More than 70 university
libraries hold in excess of 1,000,000 volumes each-one of them, of course,
being Syracuse University. To these impressive figures can be added the
holdings of great reference libraries, hundreds of special libraries, and
thousands of public libraries, providing users of American libraries with
bibliographical resources beyond compare. The users, however, will never be
completely satisfied. They will constantly demand more.
Which leads me to reiterate the point that the business of building a
research library is never finished. A library which has stopped growing is dead
and soon loses most of its interest and value. Furthermore, our ideas about
the nature and contents of a research library are constantly evolving. A
library which would have satisfied its users yesterday may be quite
inadequate tomorrow. The university library, therefore, must be a dynamic,
living organism, fully responsive to change, and always looking to the future.
In one of his stories, The Time Machine, H. G. Wells imagines a device
whose owner can travel at will backward and forward through the centuries.
The nearest equivalent we have for this marvelous invention is a good library.
When one enters the library, he remains in the present. By proper
manipulation of the library, however, he may put himself swiftly in touch
with another age, familiarizing himself. with the wisdom and knowledge of
that era, some of which will have significance for our time. Or, like Wells'
time traveler, he may look ahead into the future-to tomorrow's society,
tomorrow's scientific advances, tomorrow's problems.
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Poems from Once Upon a Dream
by Martin Buxbaum

Once Upon a Dream, a collection of poems by Martin Buxbaum, will be
published this month by World Publishing Company. The fourth book of
verse from Mr. Buxbaum's pen and his ninth publication, it is Oriental in
feeling and will be illustrated in Oriental style with the titles appearing in
Chinese characters. Mr. Buxbaum's three earlier volumes of verse, Rivers of
Thought, The Underside of Heaven and Whispers in the Wind have recently
been redesigned and released with new illustrations.

ONCE UPON A DREAM
Once upon a dream
Men saw a world
As perfect as a tiny shell
Clean
And one that would serve them well
But shells are very fragile things
And so are dreams

LOST POTENTIAL
Things unused
And unabused
Stay shining and new
And dead
As an unlit candle
An unplayed lute
Or a book unread
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BROTHERHOOD
To be brothers, each man
Should place his hand
Into another's
Yet how can I
If your fist is clenched?

THE UNREAD
All words the wisest men
Have said
Are always new
To those unread

THE BEGGAR'S WEALTH
When I was poor, my open door
Drew others in who had no more
And some had even less
Then I was given a silver vase
To brighten·up my humble place
And then I had to lock my door
For I had something to possess
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THE EVIL OF GOODNESS
As a man who is too evil
Will eventually be destroyed
So will he who is too good
For he makes all who are less good
Uncomfortable by comparison

PRICELESS JEWELS
A Man's Word
Or a diamond, rare ...
Each their virtues share, if given whole
If broken ...
Both are bits of coal

THE CONTINUITY OF LIFE
As snowflake follows snowflake
So birth follows birth
Through all uncounted time and space
Each
To its own generation
Each its allotted place
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Babington's Bibliography
of John Addington S)'monds:
Some Additions and Corrections
By Timothy d'Arch Smith
PERCY LANCELOT BABINGTON'S Bibliography of the Victorian
poet, critic and historian, John Addington Symonds, was published in an
edition of five hundred copies in 1925. The compiler's industry was enhanced
by the help of two important men: he had, as he acknowledged in his Preface,
"the invaluable help and unstinted encouragement ... [of] Horatio F.
Brown, Symonds'· literary executor, and [of] my best of friends, Mr. A. T.
Bartholomew." The aid of a literary executor is self-explanatory; the name of
Augustus Theodore Bartholomew may need some elucidation which will
explain the efficiency of Babington's final production. Bartholomew began
work early in the century at Cambridge University Library under the eagle
eyes of Charles Edward Sayle. At Sayle's death, recognitions were given and
the usual obituary wreaths laid at his grave, but the greatest tribute to Sayle
as a bibliographer came some time later when Dr. W. W. Greg chose to put
him first in his list of acknowledgments in the fourth volume of his massive,
authoritative Bibliography of the English Printed Drama to the Restoration.
Praise from Dr. Greg is praise indeed and there is no doubt that Sayle's
acumen was passed on to Bartholomew and from him to Symonds'
bibliographer, Babington.
Revival in the interest in the writings of John Addington Symonds
came naturally after the publication of Phyllis Grosskurth's biography (1964)
which discussed many of Symonds' books at length and the scholarly edition
of his letters now in progress from Wayne State University Press. For
collectors and librarians, the following notes may be useful but their paucity
is, it is hoped, not due to the lack of industry on the compiler's part, but to
the original spadework which had been more than thorough.
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS
TO
PERCY L. BABINGTON'S
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF JOHN ADDINGTON SYMONDS

Note: the numbers in the left-hand margins are those of Babington's entries.
Additions to these are noted by a + sign. Unless other references are given,
page-numbers likewise refer to Babington.
9 STUDIES OF THE GREEK POETS: 1876
Oscar Wilde wrote a review of this book which was not published; MS. was
sold at the American Art Association, 25 April 1927.
10 RENAISSANCE IN ITALY [11.]: 1877
p. 12,1. 5, for potuerunt read poterunt.
13-19 SEVEN PAMPHLETS: N. D.
See my article in The Book Collector, 13 (1964), 68-70 and Mr. Percy Muir's
reply, ibid., 206-207 on these rarities and others unrecorded by Babington.
20 SONNETS OF MICHAEL ANGELO: 1878
p. 36,1. 10 f.b.: for volume have read volume, have.
21 MANY MOODS: 1878
The sheets were reissued by John Murray in 1917 with new half-title and
title-leaves, bound in smooth green cloth.
26 NEW AND OLD: 1880
p. 41, 1. 7 f.b.: delete the first the in this line. Copies in the blue binding have
either a) an ornamental frame of stylized leaves in reverse, or b) a frame of
tendrils. It also occurs with the first leaf (advertising other books by JAS on
verso) excised, in dark red cloth boards. The sheets were reissued by John
Murray in 1917 with new half-title and title-leaves, bound in smooth green
cloth.
29 RENAISSANCE IN ITALY [V.]: 1881
p. 45,1. 14: for Citta read Citta.
30 ANIMI FIGURA: 1882
The book was issued in a brown paper jacket reproducing the lettering on the
book's upper cover in brown. At the sale of Horatio Brown's library at
Sotheby's, 21 February 1927, a variant printed dedication leaf inserted in a
copy of the book, read: 'Horum unico canticulorum genitori H. R. F. B.
animulae figuram meliorum dis volentibus versiculorum libamentum amicus
poeta Davosii propinat MDCCCLXXXII.'
33 ITALIAN BYWAYS: 1883
p. 48, 1. 6: for Elder and Co., read Elder, and Co. p. 49, 1. 5: for "Frazer's
read "Fraser's.
34 A PROBLEM IN GREEK ETHICS: 1883
The book was printed by Ballantyne & Hanson. Babington's set of page
proofs, bound in red niger morocco by the Cambridge Binding Guild and
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dated in MS. on p. 1 '24/11/83' shows a final section of six paragraphs and a
footnote not included in the published version, called in the List of Contents
'IS Greek Literature fit to remain the groundwork of the highest education in
a modem commonwealth?' This copy is now in the collection of an American
collector who wishes to remain anonymous.
35 FRAGILIA LABILIA: 1884
The title-page transcription of this rarity which Babington had not seen is:
Fragilia Labilia I By I John Addington Symonds I (Written mostly between
1860 and 1862) I Twenty-five Copies printed for the Author's use. 11884
38 VAGABUNDULI LIBELLUS: 1884
p. 54, 1. 6: for Square, read Square.
Elkin Mathews' catalogue, Books of the Nineties [1932], no. 691, offered for
sale the first two sequences ('The Sea Calls' and 'Stella Maris') bound in full
roan and inscribed by JAS. The following item in the same catalogue was a
set of proofs containing more poems than in the final published version and
with the type set differently. A copy in my collection has the second binding
(with the addition of Triibner's name in the spine imprint) and also the
40-page catalogue which Babington states was omitted from this issue.
41 SIR PHILIP SIDNEY: 1886
Also bound in cream cloth boards, cut edges, less elaborate lettering of the
title on the upper cover, variant, rectangular publisher's device on upper
cover, errata slip of five items tipped-in facing p. viii.
46 BENVENUTO CELLINI: 1888
The MS. is in the British Museum, Add. Ms. 40649-40652.
49 BENVENUTO CELLINI: 1889
p. 69, 1. 8 f.b.: for mezzotint read Mezzotint. The collation should read: 'pp.
lvi (Half-title, Title, Translator's Preface to Third Edition, Prefatory Note to
Second Edition, Introduction, Fly-Title) + 514'.
50 CARLO GOZZI: 1890
p. 71,1. 9 f.b.: add full-point after MDCCCXC.
52 ESSAYS SPECULATIVE AND SUGGESTIVE: 1890
In the title-page transcription, for ~P71TU<.OV read roP€TU<.OV. p. 74, 1. 7 Lb.:
for Review read Review.
54 OUR LIFE IN THE SWISS HIGHLANDS: 1892
A blank leaf (part of the first signature) precedes the half-title. In my copy
the plates face pp. 8,40, 73.
55 MICHELANGELO BUONARROTI: 1893
In the title-page transcription, add a comma after '14'. In my copy the top
edges are not uncut but cut and gilt.
56 IN THE KEY OF BLUE: 1893
I have noted two variant measurements of sheet-bulk: 1" and 11/s". Copies
also occur with the publisher's catalogue dated 1893 and not, as -Babington
records, 1892-3. The exact publication date was 22 December 1892.
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58 WALT WHITMAN: 1893
My large-paper issue has a dark blue cloth spine. The ordinary issue has a silk
bookmark.
60 DANTE: 1893
Delete the line-ending after 'of.
64 RENAISSANCE (ed. Pearson): 1893
In the title-page transcription add full-point after 'Lieut'. p. 91, 1. 7: add
comma after Ho!
65 ON THE ENGLISH FAMILY OF SYMONDS: 1894
A copy in the Horatio Brown sale was bound with blue cloth sides.
67+ Lorenzo of Medici: Four Poems. Translator, John Addinton [sic]
Symonds. Sandoval (New Mexico), Coronado Press, [1962]. pp. [12]. Buff
pictorial wrappers. Offset from typewriter script. 50 copies printed.
This press also issued an offset litho. reprint of Giovanni Boccaccio (No. 67).
69+ Oxford Prize Poems & Essays Recited before Their Royal Highnesses
The Prince & Princess of Wales, at the Commemoration. [Oxford], 1863.
Printed wrappers. Contains The Renaissance (Babington 2). This collection
was rushed through the press and probably precedes the separate publication
of Symonds' essay.
71 VERSES [by JAS sr]: 1871
The MS. of 'J. A. S. After the Oxford Commemoration, 1860' is in my
collection.
72 MISCELLANIES: 1871
A copy has been noted with a photographic portrait and bound in maroon
cloth.
73+ The Latin Year. Compiled by the Rev. W. J. Loftie, B.A., F.S.A. With
Illustrations by Robert Bateman. London, Basil Montagu Pickering, 1873. pp.
vi, 344 (+ various unpaginated fly-titles, colophons, etc.).
Contains '0 Sol cordis, Jesu care' (pp. 226-227) tr. from Keble's 'Sun of my
soul' - for the Feast of St. Matthew; 'Ecce chorus angelorum' (pp. 255-257)
tr. from Charles Wesley's 'Hark, how all the welkin rings' - for Christmas
Day; 'Desecratum destitutum' (pp. 294-296) - for the third Sunday after
Epiphany; all by JAS. Also exists on large-paper, the sheets of which were
reissued by Marcus Ward, London, in 1877.
80 ROS ROSARUM: 1885
Also issued in limp parchment wrappers.
82 SIR THOMAS BROWNE: 1886
The description of the binding should read: 'In two styles, red cloth with cut
edges; dark-blue cloth, uncut edges, paper label. A copy in my collection has
an errata slip of 17 items on yellow paper tipped-in facing p. 262. A reprint
was issued later, with a variant setting of the title-page, bound in green cloth
gilt as part of 'The Scott Library'.
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83 SONNETS OF THIS CENTURY: 1886
Another edition appeared the following year.
87 CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE: 1887
A MS. note in my large-paper copy states that 50 copies were printed.
93 SONG BOOK: 1891
A book continually reprinted; an edition in my collection bears the date,
1939. There was a handsome edition on van Gelder handmade paper, royal
4°, limited to 170 copies, plates, black cloth, t.e.g., uncut, no date but after
1897.
95 POETS AND POETRY: [1891]
In the title-page transcription for W. read William, for R. read Robert, and for
A. read Alfred.
102 SEXUAL INVERSION: 1897 [1.]
Appendix E, 'Notes on the Concubinus', omitted from the second 1897
edition and the American edition of 1901, is reprinted in the 1967 edition of
Havelock Ellis' My Life (London, Spearman).
106 E. C. LEFROY: 1897
There are two bindings: a) lettered across the spine in gold with publisher's
imprint, 32-page catalogue bound in at end, and b) with the spine imprint
reading simply 'LONDON' and without the catalogue.
107+ The Art of Authorship. Literary Reminiscences, Methods of Work, and
Advice to Young Beginners, Personally Contributed by Leading Authors Qf
the Day. Compiled and Edited by George Bainton. London, James Clarke,
1890. pp. xii + 356, blue cloth gilt. 8 pp. publisher's advertisements. JAS
contribution, pp. 170-175.
107++ Sonnets or.. the Sonnet. An Anthology. Compiled by the Rev.
Matthew Russell, SJ. London, Longmans, 1898. Contains an extract of a
letter from JAS to the editor and three sonnets by him.
107+++ The Poetry of the Hon. Roden Noel. By John Addington Symonds
and Emily Hickey. Privately Printed, 1901. 12°. pp. 52. Green wrappers.
Reprinted from JAS' review of Roden Noel's A Modem Faust in The
Academy, XXXV, 872 (19 Jan. 1889), 33-34. This pamphlet was probably
issued by Lady Victoria Buxton.
107++++ Winthrop Rogers Edition. These Things Shall Be. For Baritone (or
Tenor) Solo, Chorus and Orchestra. Poem by John Addington Symonds.
Music by John Ireland, Piano Reduction by Eric Fenby. London, Boosey &
Hawkes, 1937. pp. 2 + 38. My copy is in green wrappers dated '4.54' on the
lower wrapper. First performed on radio, 13 May 1937; first public
performance, 1 Dec. 1937, at BBC Queen's Hall. The first line of JAS' poem
is 'Say, heart, what will the future bring?'
229 Delete this entry which is by Walter Pater and not by JAS.
266 Delete this entry.
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421+ 'Farewell', The Artist and Journal of Home Culture, XIII, 153 (Aug.
1892), 247. Review of a song by Lord Henry Somerset.
470 A PROBLEM IN GREEK ETHICS: 1901
The Areopagitica Society is a fudge imprint for Leonard Smithers, London.
In a copy in my collection is a MS. note 'only 3 or 4 copies bound in satin @
2/2/- nett'. This copy is in green satin boards, gilt-lettered on upper cover
and spine, t.e.g.
474 ETHICAL HYMN BOOK
Another edition was published by Oppenheimer, London, n.d. but 1905.
478 WINE, WOMEN, AND SONG: 19D7
Bound in parchment-backed boards, red cloth, or quarter-vellum with cloth
sides.
483+ Useless Memoirs of Carlo Gozzi. The translation of John Addington
Symonds. Edited, Revised, and Abridged by Philip Horne. With an
Introduction by Harold Acton. London, Oxford University Press, 1962. pp.
xxiv + 288. 'Oxford Library of Italian Classics' series.
483++ Echoes from Theocritus by Edward Cracroft Lefroy. With Decorations by John Austen and an Introduction by JAS. London, Selwyn &
Blount, 1922.
543 JOHN ADDINGTON SYMONDS: A BIOGRAPHY: 1903
Copies are also found in red cloth boards, a binding which perhaps precedes
Babington's green cloth.
546+ Phyllis Grosskurth, John Addington Symonds: a Biography. London,
Longmans, 1964. pp. x + 370, 8 double-sided plates. Quotes from numerous
hitherto unpublished letters. See also her article, 'Swinburne and Symonds:
an Uneasy Literary Relationship', RES, n.s. XIV(Aug. 1963),257-268.
546++ Robert L. Peters, 'Athens and Troy: Notes on JAS' Aestheticism',
English Fiction in Transition,S, 5 (1962), 14-26.
546+++ The Letters of JAS. Vol. I: 1844-1868. Ed. Herbert M. Schueller and
Robert L. Peters. Detroit, Wayne State University Press, 1967. pp. 872, 6
double-sided plates. lb., Vol. II: 1869-1884. 1968. pp. 1016, front. + 6
double-sided plates.
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Stante.v Edgar H)'man:
An Appreciation
by Robert Phillips
He died in the middle of summer of a heart attack, in North
Bennington, as had his wife, the novelist Shirley Jackson, five years before.
At the time of his death in July of this year, Stanley Edgar Hyman was just
51 years old.
A revered literary critic and professor of literature at Bennington
College, Stanley Hyman was a member of Syracuse University's Class of
1940. During his undergraduate days he was influenced by the late professor
of English, Leonard Brown, whom Hyman once called, making allusion to
Ascham's comment on Sir John Cheke, "teacher of all the litle poore
learning I haue."
Mr. Hyman was born in Brooklyn and enrolled at Syracuse in 1936. He
served as a junior editor of the Daily Orange and founded, with Miss Jackson,
also a member of the Class of 1940, a literary magazine called the Spectre. It
was a good magazine and the pair managed to generate some excitement on
campus, even daring to publish line drawings of nudes. As Hyman wrote in
retrospect:
"Most of the magazine's troubles and criticism were cooked up
by us to bring the magazine to the attention of the student body.
The letters to the Orange prophesying doom or charging
obscenity were mostly written by us or our friends; eventually we
provoked a few legitimate ones. We pushed the faculty advisor,
who was a friend and very reluctant, into censoring the two
nudes, then we stapled copies with and without and made what
fuss we could about it."!
Hyman summarized his writing and editing experiences at Syracuse in
this way:
"We were serious, certainly, about literature, and about such
matters as discrimination and free speech. It is equally true that
the college was glad to be rid of us and the magazine when we
were graduated. But they never really interfered with us, and the
1

Letter to R. Phillips, April 4, 1961
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Stanley Edgar Hyman

29

English department under that fine old gentleman, Horace Eaton,
gave us every assistance we asked."2
Upon graduation from Syracuse Hyman became a staff writer for The
New Yorker and began to contribute articles and reviews to other periodicals.
He felt a critic should criticize and eschewed graduate schools altogether. He
was one of the rare literary critics of our time who did not have a graduate
degree. He and his wife lived first in New York, then in Westport,
Connecticut, and then in Vermont when he became a member of the
literature faculty of Bennington College in 1945. In 1961 he became literary
critic for The New Leader, a post he relinquished in June 1965. It had been
an extraordinarily demanding job, reviewing books for a bi-weekly. In an
"Afterword" Hyman wrote, "I took the task seriously, and worked very hard
at it. At the end of that time I gave it up, exhausted in both senses: tired and
emptied. The column occasioned a surprising amount of interest and
praise-less a tribute to my merits, I suspect, than to the rarity of sustained
serious reviewing in our day." Though his regular reviews ceased, he
continued to write extended essays for literary quarterlies and to produce
book-length studies.
Stanley Hyman's first book was published but eight years after he left
college. It was widely and wildly acclaimed. Titled The Armed Vision and
subtitled "a study in the methods of modern literary criticism," its purpose
was defined by Hyman:
"First, to study the nature of modern critical methods as
exemplified by selected contemporary critics; second, to note the
ancestry of their techniques and procedures, both as disciplines in
themselves and as gradual developments in the history of
criticism; third, to suggest some possibilitie51 for an integrated and
practical methodology that would combine and consolidate the
best procedures of modern criticisms."
The book was an important document, recording a remarkable quarter
of a century of criticism. In it Hyman discussed in depth Edmund Wilson,
Christopher Caudwell, Yvor Winters, T.S. Eliot, Van Wyck Brooks, Constance
Rourke, Maud Bodkin, Caroline Spurgeon, R. P. Blackmur, William Empson,
I. A. Richards and Kenneth Burke (who came to serve as Hyman's mentor).
The volume was used widely by universities in criticism courses, the original
hardback edition was reprinted once, and a revised and abridged paper edition
appeared in 1955, many printings having been sold since.
With the publication in 1955 of The Critical Performance: American
and British Literary Criticism of Our Century, Hyman illuminated and
documented some of his critical contentions within the context of a volume
of examples. It was an anthology (or symposium) of critical essays which

20p. cit.
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illustrated the various methods he had discussed in The Armed Vision. He
made the relationship of the two books clear in a prefatory note:
"What I have to say about the contemporary flowering of
literary criticism the earlier book says at some length; what can
be shown of its brilliance and variety of emphasis and mood in
one small volume is put out for display here."
The anthology evidenced Hyman's uncommon criteria of selection,
made available a number of important essays which had been hard to come
by, and also communicated a sense of the "rich harvests of method and idea,
even in intellectual fashion, on which modern criticism has drawn ..."
Among the critics he anthologized were L. C. Knights, Scott Buchanan and
William Troy, a critic whose scattered essays Mr. Hyman greatly admired and
which he was later to collect in a posthumous volume of Troy's work.
Hyman's third book, Poetry and Criticism: Four Revolutions in
Literary Taste, was publishe d by Atheneum in 1961. The study posited his
thesis that critics who legislate for poetry in general do so with some
particular poem in mind which they seek, consciously or not, to impose as a
standard. To demonstrate his contention, Hyman examined the ideas of
eight great critics-Aristotle, Longinus, Ben Jonson, John Dryden, Samuel
Johnson, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Matthew Arnold and T. S. Eliot-in
relation to the poems that he felt best exemplified their principles. The
poems ranged from works by the critics themselves to poetry by others
"which they seemed not to notice, or take seriously, but which nevertheless
shaped their thought."
It was an outrageous study, and among the works Hyman explicated
brilliantly within its pages were Oedipus the King, The Rape of the Lock and
Eliot's difficult "Sweeney Among the Nightingales," of which Hyman
concluded:
"Eliot was not doing an ominous saloon scene, but offering us
the deepest forebodings of the human spirit: that man is only a
nasty animal; that the dead may not rise; that God's death may
be, as Yeats said, 'but a play'; that art is merely the child's fouling
of his crib."
Original as the book was, it did not represent Hyman's major writing
during the five years that separated it from The Critical Performance. (The
book was, in fact, four public lectures that he had delivered at Wayne State
University in 1960.) Rather, his concentration had gone into a voluminous
critical study, The Tangled Bank, which was published in 1962. Here he
attempted to prove that the power and the influence of four twentiethcentury non-literary thinkers, Darwin, Marx, Frazer and Freud, were due in
s~bstantial part to their ability as imaginative writers. He examined the books
of the four as art which had aesthetic as well as ethical dimensions-works "of
the moral imagination imposing order and form on disorderly and anarchic
experience. "
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The Tangled Bank was partially biographical as well as critical, and
assessed the effects of the four on the twentieth century, their positions and
influences today, as well as their individual works. It was, however, in no way
a history of ideas. Hyman resolutely treated the quartet's prose writings as
"imaginative organizations," as though they were poems or plays. Reflecting
years of reading and research, he discussed every book of all four writers and
found the works to possess metaphorical visions of order and form.
This was probably Hyman's favorite of his own books. Certainly
Darwin, Marx, Frazer and Freud were seminal influences upon his own
thinking and writing. He drew his critical method from the ritual theories of
Jane Harrison and Gilbert Murray as well, and from the symbolic action
theories of Kenneth Burke and the handling of analogical form as practiced
by William Empson.
The year 1962 also saw the publication of Hyman's short study,
Nathanael West, in the University of Minnesota Pamphlets on American
Writers series. Dedicated "To the Memory of Leonard Brown," it was a
remarkably original reading of West, especially when Hyman explicated
West's Miss Lonelyhearts within the context of an oedipal vision and the
protagonist's powerful latent homosexuality. The pamphlet stands today as
the best criticism extant on West, despite several subsequent book-length
studies.
With the exception of this pamphlet and the 1956 critical anthology,
Stanley Hyman's books up to this time had displayed his talent for writing in
extended forms. The Promised End: Essays and Reviews 1942-1962 was an
exhibition of twenty years' work in shorter forms. Moving from literary and
cultural criticism, from folklore and language to psychology and religion, The
Promised End was a cheerful manifestation of the author's enthusiasms and
appreciations. His topics included the Child Ballads, Thoreau and the Oxford
Dictionary of the Christian Church.
While a pot-pourri, the volume was a book rather than a scrapbook; it
was unified by a scrupulously consistent and convincing point of view of man
and his works. Mr. Hyman combined a deep understanding of the cultural and
ritual elements of art with sensitivity to the dramatic, lyrical and stylistic
components, thereby avoiding the critical provincialism of both those who
restrict themselves to text alone and those for whom history and psyche are
all.
Two books by Stanley Edgar Hyman appeared in 1966. The first was a
second pamphlet in the Minnesota series. Writing on Flannery 0 'Connor, he
discussed the language, elements of ·tragi-comedy, radical Christian dualism,
symbolism, preoccupations and pervasive sexuality within the body of that
late Catholic writer's fiction. He also advanced the unpopular opinion that
Miss O'Connor's second novel, The Violent Bear It Away, was her
masterpiece. Nearly every critic had championed her short stories at the
expense of her novels. Mr. Hyman's essay was important in another sense: it
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insisted upon the establishment of a proper balance between Miss O'Connor's
much-discussed theology and her ultimate themes. He declared that any
theological discussions can only be preliminary to and not a substitute for
aesthetic analysis and evaluation of her fiction.
The other 1966 book was Standards: A Chronicle of Books for Our
Time. It was not and did not pretend to be a unified study; the tone was
more casual, the method less scholarly; the pieces were brief. Nevertheless, as
a generous sampling of Hyman's reviews which had appeared in The New
Leader between 1961 and 1965, the book was impressive. Hyman made the
selection from a body of reviews twice. the size of the book. He declared the
collection was submitted "as the record of an experiment in regularly
confronting the literature of our time with a hard eye, so to speak, insisting
on standards of excellence at a time of general cultural debasement, trying to
tell the truth at a time when truth has become unfashionable in literary
journalism." Indeed, he demonstrated that many of the emperors of
contemporary literature were clothesless.
Unlike earlier books, the views on display in Standards were of a more
destructive than constructive nature. His pieces on James Purdy, John Cheever
and Norman Mailer, for instance, were devastating in every meaning of the
word. Mailer's retort to Hyman's review is worth quoting: "Stanley Edgar
Hyman is a real literary critic and he wrote the worst review of An American
Dream that I've read so far by a critic who is a professional of the first
rank ... yet I read his prose with the greatest delight, because he writes well
about literature."
He writes well about literature. With a change of tense, Mailer's words
might serve as an epitaph for Stanley Edgar Hyman. Yet he did more than
that. In addition to The Critical Performance, he edited other books: Darwin
for Today; Kenneth Burke's Perspectives by Incongruity and Tenns for
Order; Shirley Jackson's posthumous Come Along With Me and The Magic of
Shirley Jackson; and Selected Essays of William Troy, a project long on his
mind and one which won the National Book Award. Finally, a new book of
original criticism, Iago, is scheduled for publication by Atheneum this fall.
And besides the writing and editing, there was the teaching. For years
after he joined the Bennington faculty his course, "Myth-Ritual-Literature,"
was said to be the most popular undergraduate offering of the college.
Hyman did all this without much recognition. He received no honorary
doctorate from Syracuse or any other university, though an invitation to
return to Syracuse to give a single lecture did come in 1965, twenty-five years
after his graduation. He received no Arents Award, no Centennial Medal.
There were, however, two awards of record of which he was very proud: an
American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship in 1959 and a National
Institute of Arts and Letters Award in criticism in 1967.
The title of his last book, Standards, summarizes the principle to which
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his life and career were dedicated. Perhaps Stanley Hyman's own final
sentences on Nathanael West, a writer with whom he surely identified in some
ways, are appropriate here:
"He was a true pioneer
making it possible for the younger
(critics) who came after him
to do with relative ease what he
did in defiance of the temper of his time, for so little reward, in
isolation and in pain."
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Open .for Research ...
Notes on Collections
Arna Wendell Bontemps, popular historian and biographer of American Blacks, has presented the manuscript copy of Anyplace But Here, a
documented history of black migration in the United States, to Syracuse
University. The manuscript is part of the Bontemps collection of
correspondence, writings and memorabilia in the George Arents Research
Library.
Among other manuscripts in the Bontemps Papers are articles, many of
them on the Negro in American life; drafts of his 1942-1943 Chicago Sun
column, "Rare and Fine Books"; complete drafts, notes and research
materials for books, juvenile stories, novels, plays, radio and television scripts
and nearly a hundred book reviews. Also of interest are drafts, printer's
copies and research materials for anthologies of Negro poetry, folklore,
biography and history edited by Bontemps.
Mr. Bontemps is a lecturer and curator at Yale University. For
twenty-three years he was head librarian at Fisk University in Nashville,
Tennessee and subsequently spent three years as a professor at the University
of Illinois in Chicago before going to Yale in 1969.
Another recently acquired single manuscript of particular interest is an
early draft of the first volume of Paul Tillich's Systematic Theology, a
three-volume work reflecting the German theologian's concern with the
meaning of human existence and considered to be a major contribution to
religious thought. The manuscript is among the papers of Dr. John
Dillenberger, historical theologian, author and teacher who is president of the
Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, California.
Dr. Dillenberger worked with Dr. Tillich, helping him to prepare the
first volume of Systematic Theology, while the former was studying for a
doctoral degree at Columbia University. Dr. Tillich had come from Germany
to the United States in 1933 and was a professor at Union Theological
Seminary in New York City, the Harvard Divinity School and the University
of Chicago until his death in 1965. A draft of the table of contents parallels
that of the fmal printed copy but the early holograph draft of the entire
volume differs considerably from the published work issued in 1951.
In addition to the Tillich manuscript, the first installment of the
Dillenberger Papers to arrive in Syracuse includes manuscripts and copies of
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manuscripts of four of Dr. Dillenberger's published articles; the manuscript
first draft of The Hidden God, published in 1953 under the title, God Hidden
and Revealed; and revisions and proofs of another Dillenberger book,
Contours ofFaith.
Among American political history collections received by the Library
are the papers of William Brown McKinley, Representative from the 19th
Illinois District, 1904-1912 and 1915-1921, and Senator from Illinois, 19211926, who headed the Taft for President Bureau in 1912. The papers, 19061920 but concentrated largely in the period 1908-1918, document the
struggle between William Howard Taft and Theodore Roosevelt for the
Republican presidential nomination in 1912. When Roosevelt lost the
nomination to Taft, he accepted the candidacy of the Bull Moose party,
making the presidential election a three-way contest between Taft, Roosevelt
and Woodrow Wilson. Wilson's election marked the beginning of the first
Democratic administration since 1896.
More than 28,000 letters in the collection are written mostly by
supporters or opponents of Taft, with many copies of replies by McKinley's
staff. Among the correspondents are Charles Ballinger, Charles G. Dawes,
Henry A. DuPont, Henry L. Stimson and governors, congressmen, civil
servants and citizens with wide differences of political opinion.
The Science Fiction collection at Syracuse continues to grow, as the
George Arents Research Library's reputation for excellence in this relatively
new category of collecting reaches national dimensions. The Library has been
the headquarters repository for the Science Fiction Writers of America since
1967 and was cited in the January 1970 issue of the library journal
Choice as having "one of the largest collections and the one growing
systematically."
Recently inventoried are the collections of Science Fiction writers Piers
Anthony and Anne McCaffrey. Mr. Anthony's novels are represented by his
drafts of Chthon, Hasan, Macroscope, Omnivore and SOS the Rope. Other
papers in the collection include twelve short stories, novelettes and short
stories written in collaboration, and correspondence, most of it with such
other personalities in the science fiction field as Damon Knight and Frederik
Pohl. The McCaffrey Papers include typescript drafts of her novels, And All
the Weyrs of Pern, Decision at-Doona, Dragonflight, Restoree, Straight on Til
Morning and Turn Turtle, and fourteen short stories, not all of them
complete.
Additions to Science Fiction collections already established in the
Library continue to come in, recent arrivals being additions to the papers of
the Galaxy Publishing Corporation, Keith Laumer, Robert Silverberg and
Richard Wilson.
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News of Library Associates
The Spring meeting of the Syracuse University Library Associates was
held on April 29, 1970. The interim n;easurer's report as prepared by Dr.
Francis A. Wingate showed income of $8,021.98 and expenditures of
$11,180.18 for a twelve-month period ending April 30, 1970. The ledger
balance as of this date was $3,398.79.
Major Library Associates expenditures include the microfilming of the
George Johnson papers; purchase of eight significant groups of Swinburne
books and five important lots of Swinburne manuscripts; purchase of a large
collection of Kipling letters in honor of the retiring Chancellor, Dr. William P.
Tolley; the binding of the Kelmscott Chaucer; the subsidizing of a dinner
party in New York City for friends of Syracuse University Library and
purchase of research volumes for the Mayfield Library.
Mr. Frank Love, Chairman of the Nominations Committee presented
the following slate:
Chairman - Benjamin J. Lake
Vice-Chairman - Chester Soling
Treasurer - Allan B. Coughlin
Trustees (11):
R. Wayne Archer
John Beach
Mrs. Charles P. Buchanan

Stanley F. Campion
Lurelle Guild
Clyde o. Jones
Mrs. Antje Lemke
William G. Peacher
John Vassos
Melvin J. Weig
Mrs. Albert Wertheimer
Advisory Board:
Mary H. Marshall
Clifford Strait
Francis A. Wingate
The slate was elected unanimously as presented. The new board members
include Mrs. Lemke and Messrs. Archer, Beach, J ones and Peacher.
The new chairman, Mr. Lake, appointed the following committees.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Benjamin J. Lake, Chairman
Chester Soling
Allan B. Coughlin
John S. Mayfield
John E. Corbally, Jr.
Melvin Eggers
Howard L. Applegate
Warren N. Boes
Mrs. J. Auchincloss
PROGRAM
Benjamin J. Lake, Chairman
David Tathum
FINANCE
Allan B. Coughlin, Chairman
Frank C. Love
Mrs. Lyman Spire
Raymond A. Hust
John Beach

MEMBERSHIP
Chester Soling
R. Wayne Archer
Ronald L. Goldfarb
Edward C. Fales
Mrs. Albert Wertheimer
Mrs. J. Auchincloss
PUBLICATIONS
Mrs. Antje Lemke, Chairman
Mrs. Arpena Mesrobian
William G. Peacher
Walter Sutton
Stephen S. Webb
Arsine Schmavonian, ex-officio
Howard L. Applegate, ex-officio
NOMINATIONS
John Beach, Chairman
Stanley F. Campion
Mrs. Albert Wertheimer

At the luncheon, Mr. J. Leonard Gorman, Executive Editor of the Syracuse
Post-Standard, presented the Post Standard Library Award for 1970 to retiring chairman
David A. Fraser, Sr. The citation read as follows:

A distinguished and honored leader of the Legal Profession of the State of
New York, highly esteemed by all who have the privilege of your friendship, you
have actively participated in Civic Affairs to the improvement of the Community,
and have given much of your time and energetic efforts to Syracuse University
and especially to the development of its Library Associates organization.
You were electeft a Member of the Board of Trustees of Library Associates
fourteen years ago, served faithfully and contributed liberally to its programs and
projects, and in 1963, you succeeded to the position of Chairman of the Board,
which office you have honored by your occupancy for these seven good years
past. You have counseled wisely the Trustees and Members of Library Associates,
you have combined imagination with judgment, and you have left a mark of
administrative perfection surpassed by no other individual.
As a discriminating and recognized collector in your own right, you have
exerted an enthusiastic influence among your friends and acquaintances in behalf
of Syracuse University Library and its activities in the acquisition of rare books
and valuable prints and drawings. Your loyalty to the art of rare book collecting is
uniquely evidenced by the fact that you have supplied two of your splendid sons
to the noble profession of rare book librarianship, and it is a distinct credit to
your parenthood that they are today cultivating enviable reputations in other
institutions of higher learning after serving their apprenticeships at Syracuse
University.
Mr. Fraser: Your ability and integrity, your talents and your industry are
publicly applauded and recognized here today by this Post-Standard award for
outstanding service to Syracuse University Library.
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The highlight of the afternoon program was an address by Dr. Robert
Bingham Downs of the University of Illinois (reprinted elsewhere in this
issue). After his talk, Dr. John E. Corbally, Jr., Chancellor of Syracuse
University, presented to Dean Downs the Syracuse University Centennial
Medal and read the following citation:
Your knowledge, interests and energetic activities have made you one of the
most effective forces in international librarianship. You are an inspiration to all
young librarians, having risen through the ranks at the New York Public Library,
Colby College, University of North Carolina, New York University and especially
the University of Illinois, where you have distinguished yourself and the library
profession for nearly 30 years. At Illinois as Dean of Library Administration and
Professor of Library Science, and as one of the most prolific writers in the
profession, you have profoundly influenced an undetermined number of
librarians. You have shaped the destiny of the University of Illinois more than
even you and your associates realize. Through the series of "Downs Reports"
librarians have learned more about themselves than they ever have in the history
of American librarianship. Your consulting work for foreign nations has both
advanced librarianship throughout the world and helped to foster strong cultural
and academic ties between the United States and other countries. Your service for
the American Library Association and the Association of College and Research
Libraries including the presidency of both has been substantive, challenging and
courageous. Your continuing concern for the academic status of university
librarians and intellectual freedom deserves sincere commendation.
It is a privilege and a pleasure to present to you the Syracuse University
Centennial Medal in recognition of your services to higher education and society.

The Library Associates Board of Trustees agreed to sponsor the Library
Colloquia with the Syracuse University School of Library Science and the
Syracuse University Library System. All members living within fifty miles of
Syracuse will receive announcements of these events.
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Contributors to this issue
Arsine Schmavonian is editor of publications for Syracuse University
Libraries.
Robert Bingham Downs, Urbana, Illinois, is Dean of Library
Administration and Professor of Library Science at the University of Illinois.
He has served as president of both the American Library Association and the
Association of College and Research Libraries and acted as consultant in
librarianship to a number of foreign countries. Dr. Downs received the
Syracuse University Centennial Medal with citation from Chancellor John E.
Corbally, Jr. at the semi-annual meeting of Library Associates on April 29,
1970, the occasion on which he delivered the address printed in this issue of
The Courier.
Martin Buxbaum, Washington, D. C., Director of Communications of
the Marriott Corporation, joined Library Associates in 1968. His papers,
including drafts of some of his poems, are in the manuscript collections of
Syracuse University Libraries.
Timothy d'Arch Smith, London, England, is a noted British bibliophile
and a member of Library Associates. He became London correspondent for
The Courier in 1968 and continues to serve Library Associates in this
capacity.
Robert S. Phillips, New York City, a Syracuse University alumnus, has
been a member of Library Associates since 1966. A poet and author, his most
recent publications are Inner Weather, a collection of poems, 1966, and The
Land of Lost Content, a book of short stories published in 1970. The Robert
Phillips Papers are in the manuscript collections of Syracuse University
Libraries.
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SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY ASSOCIATES
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Benjamin J. Lake, Chairman
Chester Soling, Vice Chairman
Allan B. Coughlin, Treasurer
John S. Mayfield, Secretary

Through 1971
JOHN BRICK
Alexandria, Va.
ALLAN B. COUGHLIN
Fayetteville, N. Y.
EDWARD C. FALES
Salisbury, N. H.
RONALD GOLDF ARB
Alexandria, Va.
RA YMOND A. HUST
Syracuse, N. Y.

WARREN B. MURPHY
Manlius, N. Y.
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Katonah, N. Y.
MRS. OLIVE BISHOP PRICE
Washington, D. C.
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Oneida, N. Y.
MRS. LOUIS E. SHECTER
Baltimore, Md.

Through 1972
MRS. 1. HOWLAND AUCHINCLOSS
Syracuse, N. Y.
W. CARROLL COYNE
Fayetteville, N. Y.
SOL FEIN STONE
Washington Crossing, Pa
DA VID A. FRASER
Syracuse, N. Y.
BENJAMIN J. LAKE
Cazenovia, N. Y.
RALPH WALKER
Chappaqua, N. Y.

FRANK C. LOVE
Syracuse, N. Y.
JOHN S. MAYFIELD
Syracuse, N. Y.
MURRAY M. SALZBERG
Flushing, N. Y.
CHESTER SOLING
New York City, N. Y.
MRS. LYMAN C. SPIRE
Fayetteville, N. Y.

Through 1973
R. WAYNE ARCHER
CLYDE O. JONES
Syracuse, N. Y.
Storrs, Conn.
JOHN BEACH
MRS. ANTJE LEMKE
Syracuse, N. Y.
Syracuse, N. Y.
WILLIAM G. PEACHER
MRS. CHARLES P. BUCHANAN
New York City, N. Y.
Syracuse, N. Y.
STANLEY CAMPION
JOHN VASSOS
Fayetteville, N. Y.
Norwalk, Conn .
.LURELLE GUILD
MELVIN J. WEIG
Darien, Conn.
Morristown, N.J.
MRS. ALBERT WERTHEIMER
Syracuse, N. Y.

Ex Officio
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HOWARD L. APPLEGATE, Executive Secretary
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